
 
 
 

2026-2027 Mind Matters Series:  
“Empowering through Caring” 

 
Why power and care? 
 
Most of us would like to believe in a form of power that is woven through with 
care, and a form of care that is robust enough to withstand the winds of the political 
arena. Yet, on most days, we are witness to a flagrant lack of care on scales of 
increasing alarm, as well as the many perversions of a global order that abides by an 
ethos of “power over.” The particular pressures of these times—whether social, 
environmental, economic, or existential—mean that we cannot in good faith abstract 
ourselves from the concrete questions of power all around us, especially if we 
are concerned with abiding in an ethical way of living. And the more interconnected 
the world becomes, the more we are called to consider how we might wisely 
exercise our agency, as individuals, as communities, as institutions, and as 
nation-states. We are called to ask, in other words, how we might enter into the 
conversation of ethical transformation for these times, whether we find ourselves 
in the position of scientist, scholar, artist, therapist, activist, policymaker, or 
contemplative practitioner.  
 
At MLE, we consider it essential to relate to the pressing questions of our time, while 
grounding our inquiry in the particular epistemological and ethical tools we have at 
hand. In 2026-2027, we are undertaking a critical reappraisal of the relationship 
between power and care, both through our Annual Banner Theme and our flagship 
online series, the Mind Matters Series, which takes some of the conceptual 
considerations of our Banner Theme and attempts to unfold them at the broadest 
level of community interest, from a range of interdisciplinary perspectives. Of 
particular interest for us this year is the deep continuity between 
onto-epistemologies and ethics, between our conceptual understanding of power 
and care and the existential traction it has in our everyday lives.  
 
Exploring the deeper problems 
 
Some have said that we are living in a time of “technofeudalism” (C Durand and Y 
Varoufakis), “necropolitics” (A Mbembe), and “surveillance capitalism” (S Zuboff), 
and still others have named the era as one of “cruel optimism” (L Berlant) and 
“authoritarian phantasms” (J Butler). What each of these denominations points to 
is a situation in which power and care are set in radical opposition to each other, in 
which human agency is misconstrued as domination or winner-takes-all ascendancy, 
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and in which vulnerability is interpreted as a prime target of attack. How can we 
effectively enact care, as individuals and communities, in the midst of an 
emerging global order that seems intent on disrupting its very possibility? 
 
Even if we take a more sanguine look at the world—highlighting the solidarity 
movements rising across the globe, the new forms of creative expression reaching 
across geopolitical divides, or the scientific and technological breakthroughs that 
render some lives more bearable—what these all still point to is a baseline situation 
whose very inequity and precarity require increasingly sophisticated solutions such 
as these. We must come back to that baseline, then, and wonder what 
onto-epistemological frameworks allowed us to arrive at such a situation in the first 
place. And what conditions of embodied mind would open this human 
predicament to more salutary expressions of power, and to possible alliances 
between power and care. If we take seriously the continuity between life and 
mind, between mind and the material conditions of our shared existence, then 
we must start there.  
 
Possible approaches and questions 
 
Thus, in this series, we aim to foreground ways in which certain 
onto-epistemological approaches to life and mind can be in service of an 
ethics of care, with particular sensitivity to fields for which the questions of power 
and care have been central: fields such as critical social theory, feminist care ethics, 
indigenous philosophies, critical race theory, Buddhist ethics, AI ethics, capability 
ethics, structuralist and post-structuralist philosophies, neurodiversity and disability 
studies, and science and technology studies, not to mention our own enactive 
tradition and traditions stemming from it, like participatory sense-making, 
microphenomenology, and neurophenomenology. 
 
We will be compelled to ask difficult questions, such as:  

●​ Can we conceive of power, itself a mobile concept, as a medium through 
which different forms of care might be made possible?  

●​ How might the two terms be linked in a way that does not diminish their 
complexity, but instead, acknowledges and vitalises it?  

●​ What does it mean to be empowered (agentic) as an individual if our basic 
condition is to be embedded in a network of relationality?  

●​ How can we develop an ethics of power and care that is precise and robust, 
without being prescriptive?  

●​ What might caring practices look like for a scientist or technologist, for 
whom the objectivising stance has been baked into the history of science 
itself?  
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●​ How has the rapid acceleration of certain technologies, such as AI, shifted 

the very terms by which we evaluate and enact power dynamics? 
●​ How might our philosophies be more rigorously grounded in lived 

experience, so as to avoid making others into mere objects?  
●​ What would an “engaged and engaging epistemology” (H De Jaegher) 

change in our relationship to structures of power and systemic injustices?  
●​ How can we ensure that our contemplative practices do not devolve into yet 

another form of spiritual bypassing, relativising the profligate abuses of power 
we are witness to today?  

●​ How might we reimagine our relationship to the market economy from the 
perspective of caring for all of life?  

●​ How can we revive the possibility of sense-making when radical 
asymmetries of power, or a breakdown between autonomous systems, have 
made dialogue all but impossible?  

 
What can we hope for? 
 
With these two years of flagship talks, we hope to begin asking better questions 
about how power and care are important sites for our sense-making and ethical 
action, whether in the ways that we conduct scientific and philosophical research, or 
the ways we engage in contemplative, artistic, or activist practices. In asking these 
questions, we seek not to circumvent what may be considered ‘topical,’ but instead 
recognise the inherent enmeshment of the topical and the theoretical, despite 
what academic discourse might have us believe. In asking these questions, we are 
in fact asking ourselves, how do we want to think, act, and be with one another 
in an ever more precarious and interconnected world? The Mind Matters Series 
invites participants not only to reflect on power and care, but to experiment with 
forms of knowing, relating, and acting that make care a transformative force. 
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